HOUSE OF WDORSHIP:
TECHNDOLOGY

‘Let The Children Come To Me’

Only the best for Ash Creek Baptist Church's youth center.

By Dawn Allcot

There's a philosophy, at
least among leaders of smart,
growing churches, that focus-
ing on children is the best
path to growth. No amount
of technology, outreach or
monetary investments will
change that. Children are
the future. (Of course, this is
true in any field, but few in-
dustries have the opportunity
that churches do to begin
reaching out to youngsters

center and youth “Meeting

before they can even speak.)

Jesus said, “Let the Chil-
dren Come to Me” (Mark 10:13-16
ESV), and today's churches are doing
just that, and calling on their local AV
integrators for help. Although every
church may take a different approach
that reflects its individual vision and
“DNA,” putting money into technol-
ogy and outreach can help attract the
next generation of churchgoers to
ensure a church's longevity and fulfill
its savior’s request.

Although Ash Creek Baptist
Church (ACBC, www.ashcreekbap-
tistchurch.org) in Azle TX has offered
traditional worship for 135 years, it
didn't stop the leaders from building
a contemporary worship space and
youth center across the street from
the traditional 500-seat sanctuary.
They weren't afraid to invest enough
to do it right, either.

“When we talked about doing

sound, video, lighting and IT systems
totaling $250,000,” said Jeff McLeod,
Managing Director for Church Audio
Video (www.churchaudiovideo.com)
of Grand Prairie TX, the AV design/
build firm that completed the project,
“I told the decision-makers at the
church, You realize you're spending
$1000 per seat, right?™

ACBC AV Media Tech Marcus
Hapenstall was able to get budget
approval because the church leaders
understood just how important the
technology is in creating a useful,
contemporary worship space that
would double as a youth center.

According to McLeod, “The church
has, essentially, two congregations:
contemporary and traditional. When
they built this facility across the
street, they were able to create a
contemporary worship venue that
would attract growing numbers of
worshipers, which could also double
as a youth center.”

The AVL systems in the space are a
far cry from the analog mixing board
and speakers-on-sticks the contempo-
rary congregation endured when they

worshiped in the fellowship hall.

Although $250,000 may sound like
a decent budget for a small building,
McLeod and his Church Audio Video
team took care to spend the dollars
wisely. A design/build firm that is
part of ProAudio.com, Church Audio
Video, along with a designer and an
installer, often fills the role of AV con-
sultant for small-to-mid-size houses
of worship that cannot afford to hire
an AV consultant. McLeod explained,
“As a design/build firm, we provide
80% to 85% of the services a typical
church AV consultant provides. And,
typically, the church doesn't need the
other 15% to 20%.”

Church Audio Video traditionally
takes a customer from project plan-
ning to design, then installation and
fine tuning; however, in this case the
firm made a small exception. The
lighting system designs were drawn
up by ETC and installed by Church
Audio Video, “with a few minor modi-
fications to account for the loudspeak-
er placement,” McLeod said. For the
state-of-the-art audio/video systems,
Church Audio Video completed the
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This 24'x9"' screen offers the “wow” factor today’s churches seek.

entire design and installation, with
some product recommendations
from the client. “Marcus Hapenstall,
the volunteer AV media minister we
worked with, is actually an AV media
professional for Lockheed Martin.
He is an engineer in every sense of
the word and had some very specific

video systems that filled all the church’s
needs.

The term “multiuse” or “multipur-
pose” facility often gets a bad rap for
being able to perform a variety of func-
tions, but none of them well. That's
not at all the case with this 250-seat,
fan-shaped auditorium dubbed “The
Meeting Place.”

Like the technology systems within,
it’s far from vour run-of-the-mill multi-
purpose space. It excels as a venue for
contemporary worship, youth services
and ministry conferences that might
not require all the chairs provided in
the traditional, larger sanctuary across
the street.

The client required versatile AV sys-
tems that would provide crystal clear

product requirements in some cases.  spoken word, amplified praise band
We were more than happy to oblige.”  music with bass that rivals a super
In other cases, Church Audio Video
made some suggestions that, although  systems to reinforce the message.
they may not have been typical solu-
tions many AV professionals would
recommend, saved the church money
and resulted in high quality sound and

club, and dynamic video and lighting

A package that includes a Yamaha
M7CL-48, a collection of TOA Elec-
tronics’ HX-5 variable-array speakers,
Bag End subs and QSC amplifiers de-

The combination of MR-PRO and XL2 offers you extra
flexibility and extra cPerformance providing a complete
and easy-to-use audio measurement solution.

MR-PRO

The MR-PRO is a versatile reference grade
analog audio source generating both standard
and userstored signals at extremely low
distortion. It also includes some remarkable
additional features including readout of the
impedance and phantom voltage of
connected devices,
as well as a cable
test/signal balance
function.
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XL2

A high performance audio analyzer and acoustics analyzer
together in one efficient battery-powered package.
Designed to close the gap between handheld and
benchtop instruments in performance and features, it
functions as an audio/distortion analyzer, with frequency
counter; octave and 1/3 octave real time analyzer, sound
level meter, FFT spectrum analyzer, RTB0 reverberation
analyzer, polarity tester, delay time analyzer and optionally,
as an STI-PA speech intelligibility analyzer.

» Live Sound Solutions
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Broadcast and Studios

Environmental and Community Noise
Measurements

Incorporating:

¥ High (-100 dB) audio performance

¥ Ergonometric package with brilliant hi-res backlit
display

B Multi-parameter Sound Pressure Level Meter

¥ RTA and high resolution FFT spectrum analyzers
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Balanced and unbalanced audio inputs
Monitor speaker, headphone output, tripod
mount and shock jacket
B WAV file recording for later reference or post-
analysis
¥ Data & setup memory storage and recall on
microSD card
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